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"Ifc would scarcely bo supposed that wo would pufc ourselves to the trouble of composing for the IJostoirians anything in the shape of an original poom. Wo did not. "We had a poem (of about fivo hnndvocl linos) lying by U8_ one quite as good as new •—• one at all events, that we considered would answer sufficiently well for an audience of transeendentnlists. That-in gftvo them—it was the best that we had — for the price — and it did answer remarkably well. Its name was not " Tho Messenger Star " — who but Miss Walters would ovor think of so delicious a little bit of invention as that ? AVo had no name for it at all. The poem ia what is occasionally called a 'juvenile poem'—hut the fact is, it is anything but juvenile now, for we wrote tfc, printed it, and published it, in book form, before we had fairly completed our tenth year. We read it verbatim, from a copy now in our possession, and which we shnll ho happy to show at any moment to any of our inquisitive friends," 1 . . .
The audacity of this last claim to precocity of geniua, -which would make Foe ton years youngoi* than he was, is almost bTirlescjne.    Pie goes on to say, " Over a bottle of champagne, that night, wo ^confessed to Messrs. Gushing, Whipple, Hudson, -Field, and a few other natives who swear not al-;• together by the frog-pond'—we confessed, we say, :|;^h6;spft impeachment of the hoax," ilJffiS ^ P°e's explanation, given in the course SM^|^itibl0i destitute of any gentlemanly trait, ^^|S|Mis&,vWaltet-s;-'of the "Transcript," ""^^^^ad..; before been the target for hia
'^ouritaf, Navembar i( 1545,
